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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 5/26/09. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 22, 25, 31-40 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 22, and 25 are 
independent claims. In the Amendment, filed on 5/26/09, claims 1, 3-7, 22, 25, and 31-40 are 
amended, and claims 2, 8-21, 23-24, and 26-30 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 22, 25, 31-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MS Windows XP Explorer ("Explorer") in view of Rosenzweig US Publication 
2004/0064455. 

As per claims 1, Explorer teaches a method of classifying one or more images, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

displaying an iconic representation of each of said images on a graphical user interface 
(fig. 2; images of different flowers on the right window), and creating an association between at 
least one of said images and lat least one predetermined metadata item representing a 
classification of said image, and in response to the iconic representation of said image being 
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positioned within a client area of said graphical user interface, and generating and displaying an 
iconic representation of said predetermined metadata item for display on said graphical user 
interface based on said created association (figures 2-3; dragging and dropping two flower 
images into the metadata bin "New Zealand" on the left window; note a new iconic 
representation of "New Zealand" is created with the images being shown on the folder bin). 

However, MS Windows fails to associate a plurality of images with an item representing 
a classification of the plurality of images within an empty position. 

Rosenzweig teaches associate a plurality of images with an item representing a 
classification of the plurality of images with an empty position, (see Rosenzweig, Paragraph 
0032, 0033) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Rosenzweig's teaching with method MS Explorer in order to allow users to create tags associated 
with the images. 

As per claim 3, Explorer teaches the steps of: creating an association between at least a 
further one of said images and said at least one metadata item, in response to the iconic 
representation of said further image being selected and moved to a position defined by said 
displayed metadata representation (an iterative/duplicate process if the user continues with 
moving other images on the right window into one of the metadata bin/folder on the left window 
in figure 2). 
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As per claims 4 and 40, Explorer teaches wherein the iconic representations of the 
metadata items are arranged according to a hierarchical structure, and said hierarchical structure 
of iconic representations of metadata items is displayed as a tree structure with expand icons 
indicating whether a parent iconic representation is open and isplaying child iconic 
representations (figs. 2-3; note the hierarchical structure of the folders associated with metadata 
items on the leftmost side of the left window). 

As per claim 5, Explorer teaches an updating step of updating said hierarchical structure based 
on metadata items associated with at least one of said images (figs. 2-3; note the updating of the 
folder of metadata item "New Zealand" on the right pane of the left window as changed from 
fig. 2 to fig. 3). 

As per claim 6, Explorer teaches the step of storing said association between said image and said 
at least one predetermined metadata item (inherent function to Windows Explorer in order to 
organize and display the information properly as shown in figures 2-3). 

Claims 7 similar in scope to claim 2, and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 22 and 25 are similar in scope to claims 1, and 7and are therefore rejected under similar 

rationale. 

As per claim 3 1 , Explorer and Rosenzweig teaches a method according to claim 1 , Rosenzweig 
further teaches the items comprises at least one of a field of said iconic representation of the 
item, a field of a label of the item, a field of a reference to said associated image and a field of a 
type of the item, (see Rosenzweig, Paragraph 0032, 0033) 
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As per claim 32, Explorer and Rosenzweig teaches a method according to claim 31, Rosenzweig 
further teaches wherein a value of the field is editable by a user, (see Rosenzweig, Paragraph 
0032, 0033) 

As per claim 33, Explorer and Rosenzweig teaches a method according to claim 31, Rosenzweig 
further teaches a value of the field is obtained from associated image, (see Rosenzweig, 
Paragraph 0032, 0033) 

As per claim 34, Explorer and Rosenzweig teaches a method according to claim 31, Explorer 
each of iamge is region of a corresponding larger image, (figures 2-3; dragging and dropping 
two flower images into the metadata bin "New Zealand" on the left window; note a new iconic 
representation of "New Zealand" is created with the images being shown on the folder bin) 



As per claims 35-36, Explorer teaches designating one said metadata item as a child item of a 
parent metadata item in response to an iconic representation of said one metadata item being 
dropped on the iconic representation of said parent metadata item; and associating with said 
parent metadata item at least one image associated with said child metadata item (fig. 3; when 
the flower images are dropped in the "New Zealand" metadata item, the system inherently 
designates the flower image items to be child items of "New Zealand"). 

Claims 37-38 are similar in scope to claims 35-36, and are therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 39 is similar in scope to claim 35, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-7, 22, 25, 3 1-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SIMON KE whose telephone number is (571)272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Peng Ke 
/Peng Ke/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



